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ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAREKE,

No man is probally doing quite so much for
the relief and assistauce of tho ex-soldicrs as
Maj. O. P. Gs Clarke, the Acting Commissioner
of Pensions. All that a man in his position

can do to infuse greater encrgy and expedition

| into the business is being done, and wherever

he has the power to shorten a method or hasten
| a resnlt,—with due regard to the intercsts of
the Goverument,—he does it. He is genuinely

devoted to his work of benefiting the ex-sol-

| diers of the country, and every night finds

j him at his desk until 11 o'clock, working over

cascs, to hasten forward their settlement.

1

g the maay distinguished gentlemen who

Amon
have been mentioned for the office of Commis-
sioner of Pensions, none wounld fill that office
better than he, and his accession to it weuld
be an advantage to everv soldier. If given in

-
reality the powers of Commissioner of Pen-

| gions he would at once make such wholesome

| reforms in that Burean as wonld result in im-

mediate and wide-spread benefits,
BUNGLING OF THE SPECIAL EXAMINER
SYSTEM.

The inclosed letter, which is meaty with
meaning in every line, was received last week :

Sik: In response to your letter of recent date
relative to pension clamm No. 206,594, of George W,
Humphreys, vou are advised that the ciaim 18 now
in the hands of Supervisingg Examiner J. H, Carr,
st Louisville. Kv., for special examinstion under
the presenl systen.

Supervising Examiners have general fnstroe-
tions to complete, at the earliest practicable date,
ali work refarred to them prior to July 1, issd.
This will include the ease mentionad.

There will be no unnecsssary delay attending
the examination of this claim. Timely notice will

| e given by the Examiner when he reaches tius
| claim in its turn.

In studying this matter let the reader keep
in mind that the that the Pension

Office can offer the anxions applicant is, that

best

THI
a new VWaterbury watch, inclosed
in a handsome

TRISBUNE we will present

satin-lined case,

the Special Examiners have been instructed to

. finish up the work they had in hand on the

He

1st of July, 1883, or screntzen moutls ago!

| does not offer any hope that they will be any
and warranted to keep aecurate |

mwore expeditious in the futare than they have

i

time.

R .
General Shierman on The Tribune,
HuapouAnress ARMY oF THE U. S,

WasuixaToN, D. C.

To the Edilor NATIONAL TRIBUNE:
% * = * *
From the nzture of the articles published
in fhe cumbers of THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE
sent me, I ohserve that it is published in the
interest of the soldiers of the «ivil war. In
this you have my heariy sympathy, snd I
will endesvor in my own sphere of action to
co-operate with you in all practicable meas-

ures to that end, without money and with- |

With great respect,
Your obedient servant,
W. T. SHEEMAN.

WINTER  READING.

NATIONAL TRIBUXE ALWATS AHEAD.

out price.

Extraordinary  Attractions
Oiffered Its Readers.

We can say with just pride that Tare Na-

TioNAL Triut

every vweck of its existence,

NE has steadily grown better
It bas been en-
larged, more columns have been added to it,
more and a groaler variety of matter has been
given the rcaders, and writers of higher repu-
tation have been seeured for it. The subseriber
has always been furnished a better paper than
The goods supplicd bave

We

he subscribed for.
always been butter than the sawmpie.
intend to kecp up this practice.
ambition to makse
The Fational Tribune the Best
Weekly Hewspaper in the World.
The paper for
1ill'be wade
Cnusneally Aftractive,
Good as it hx

betier in the futare.

the coming Fall and Wimter

= been in the past. it will be
mace much

Among other desirable features we are now
arranging o
Promincnt Generalz of the Late War

eoncerning the

a series of articles by

movements and battlesin which

they eommaunded or took a leading part. This

promiscs to be the most valuable
ing contrilintion to the history of the wur yct
published.

Criginal Stories.

It is the intention to have each week an
original story wrilten by an author of high
seputation. All the different departments of
the paper which have heretofore given the
veaders so much satisfaction will be developt to

she highest standard.
Now is the Time to Subscribe,

#0 as not to miss a single paper. Remember,

The Kational Tribune Cosis Oaly

Two Cents a Weck.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

ANl our subscribers should examine the vel-
Jow slip on their paper and see how the num-
ber found there compures with that in the head
of the paper
will understand that their subseriptions have

If they are nearly the smme they

pearly expired, and that they should renew at

once., No oue cun afford to miss a single num-

ber of Tt NaTioNAL TRIEUNE, because if heo
.docs he will regret it. Send on your renewals
at once thatl there may be no unpleasant gap
in the reccipt of the paper.

THE number of pension certificates issued
and sizued daring the week ending Oet. .‘Z.‘,
1834, were as follows: Origioal, 763, imcrease,
715; rc-issue, 103; restoration, 36; duplicate,
389; accrued pensions, 106; total, 1,767.

LTS _
A EARE CHANCE.

The most valuable of military works is un-
doubtediy the D2ebellion Record, the official pub-
lication of the War Department.

Velumes
one, two, three and five of this work are now
out of print, hut Tar TripvNE has muanaged
to secure a complicte set (eleven volumes) and
will send the sct to any address en reccipt of
$17. Address simply Tueg NaTioNar Trin-
UNE, Washington, D. G

It is our |

and interest- |

{ been in the past,—he does not even say that

' they have been admonished that life is brief,—

| the veterans of the war, and if anything 18 to

be done for them it must be done guickly. He

f simply says thut they will finish up the work
* |

they have already had in band over a year

and a half—“at the earliest practicable date.”

|
|
|
|
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DISCIPLINE IN THE ARMY.

The report of the Judge Advocate-General of
the Army to the Secretary of War does not give
a very encouraging idea of the discip!in;a of
the Army. During the past yvear courts-martial
have tried 19 oflicers, 7 cadets, 2,242 enlisted
men and 10 convicts, making a total of 2,220,
The number of trials by general courts-martial
has been inereasing from year to year for the
last five years, and the chances for improve-
ment in this respect are not regarded as fuvor-
able,

Thereforms that the Judge Advocate-General
recommends are that the term of enlistment
should be reduced to three years, with strong
pay
Troops should be paid every month instead of

inducements for upon re-enlistment,
every two mouaths, as now, and half their pay
retained until the end of the enlistment, with
A

greater effort should be made to capture desert-

the interest paid as now upon deposits.

ers, and when eaptured the term of their im-
prisonment should not be less than the unful-
filled period of their enlistment. The non-
commissioned officers should receive better pay
than they do at present, and soldiers should be
relieved from the drudgery of common labor as
far as possible, roads being made, barracks
built and other things done by ordinary labor-
ers employed speeially for that purpose.

We do not think that the Judge Advoeate-
General’s recommendations go to tho root of
the matter yet. The change to make our
Repular Army what it ought to be forthe army
of this great people must be still more radical
than anything that he has suggested. The
truth must be told that the dominating spirit
that mut.-gls the organization of our Army i3
far behind that of any other civilized people.

For example, in any European army it is
easier for enlisted men to become commissioned
In spite of our pro-
fessions of democracy and equality, the gap
between the men in the ranks and the men

oflicers than it is in ours.

whie carry swords is really greater in America

than it is in the aristocratic countries of

| Eurape.

|

The way our Army should be reformed is

! this: We have 25,000 men in the Army. There

- ~ !
| that there are but few more years for any of .

What chill comiort this must be to the poor |

man who has now been for months and years
proestrate under the blighting touch of discase
who, unable to work, has had to Bzht poverly
and want, as well as physical pain, and who
| for long days that gathered themselves into
weary weeks, aud the weeks into months, and
| the months into years, has watehed every mail
for the news that the Government has at last
remembered the services done it in ils hour of
| need, and fulfilled its honorable duty toward
| the muan who rendered that service.,
Thiuk of the poor man whose bodily vigor

are at least 25,000 young men in the United
States who are ambitious of a military career,
and who wonld enter the Army if they saw as
much chance of rising in it as they do by
entering merchandizing, or the professions, or
trades, or any of the other vocations of life.
The pay of the private soldier, it is true, is
more than the pay of a young clerk or an ap-
prentice, but the absolute impossibility of
rising beyond a Sergeant deters any young

man of spirit and capacity from enlisting and

takes away all incentive to remain by the flag
Even if he does get into
the Army, he sees himself not keeping pace in

a'ter he has enlisted,

| promotion with his comrades who are in othor

i
!
|
|

| basis for the management of ours.

walks of life.

The plan adopted by the German Army and
found 1o work adwirably, should be made the
It is this:
Out of the men gathered into the German Army
there area certain number of the best and

succumbed to the awful strains upon it in the ' brightest and most capable selected every year
swamps around Vicksburg, in the mud and | for Corporals.

From these Corporals are se-

sleet aud suow of the siege of Petersburg or | lected the Sergeants, who receive relatively

is a daily battle with consumption, rheutna-

or in

tism, heart disease, liver complaint,

which the dread Destroyer is hourly poshing

his mines and trenches a little eloser the cita-
del of life—think of this man who may unot

live a weck, and who can hardly hope to live

a vear, being informned that his application for
a pevsion is now in the hands ef a Special Ex-

amiuer, who at this time is at least a year and
{ a half behind with his work, and how much

| more no one can possibly kuow!

Nor will there be any assurance of relief
when, in the dim future, the Special Examiner
It will

only be an accident if his report muakes any

| reaches the case and passes upon it

| progress toward the settlement of the elaim,

Ancther Examiwer may take up the matter
L

after another weary lapse of time, in which the

applicant has grown much older and feebler,
aud run scorcs of chances of dying, and goover
i the same ground with the same disheartening
| lack of results. Instunces are common in which
more Special Examiners

three, and even

have gone over precisely the same grouud,
summoning the same wilnesses—or so many as
| survive—asking the sume questions, and leav-

ing the matter in the same stupid state of mud-

| dled inconclusiveness.
| Asorganized and directed by Commissioner
| Dudles, the Special Examiner system has been
mainly effective in ageravating the ernelties of
| the Pension Office methods of eircumlocution.
' The Special Examiner has been another be-
| wildering convolution in the interminable
: lubyrinth of red-tape. He is another set of cogs
{ and wheels in the mualtiplication of cogs and
| wheels that buzz on forever to apparently no
| purpose. -
! Rightly directed in certain classes of cases
! the
service to the speedy settlement of claims.

Going into a neighborhood he ean summon

Special Examiner can be of immense

claimants and their witnesses before Lim,
gift and determine evidence, be in
sion of all the facts in the case in a very short

posses-

time, enable those deserving a pension to have
at once the relief they are entitled to, and dis-
miss from consideration those who have no
just claims to relief.

This is what will be done under the new
Commissioner of Pensions. That it has not
been done—that it has not even approached
being done—that the cmubersomencss and
clumsy inefliciency of the system grew worse

Col. Dudley's incompetency.

- ——
POEMS OF WAL AND PEACE.

The exquisite little volume of Mrs, Sher-
wood's pocms, under the above title, which
THe NATIONAL TrRIBUNE has now in course
of preparation, will contain all the best knowa
of that talented singer's stirring war lyrics.
1t will be got up in handsome shape, and sell
for the low price of $1. Every comrade should
have one. Send in your moncy al ence so as
to secure an early copy.

BisMARCK'S attempts to restriet German emi-
gration to this country are only of slight avail,
Up to the 16t of Scptember this year the num-
ber of Germans arriving here was 111,235,
against 119,201 for the sate period of last ycar.

5 > —

INExoRABRLE death iathinning ont the* Kun-
nels” and “Majahs” of the Sunny South, but
in Tennessee they complain that “Judges™

multiply like wusketos in a rainy season,

each year—is the strongest demounstration of

i
1

| the Ariny.

the starvation of Andersonville, whose life now+| hiczher pay than the Sergeants in our Army do,

and who are really the commanders of the
Army, a3 they enforce discipline, drill the men,
aud do all of the detail of really managing
From these Sergeants every year

| #re selected, by competitive examination and

otherwise, a certain number of the brightest

| and most capable, who are sent to the military

|
|
|
|
1
r

schools for instroction in the theory of war.
From these are drawn the commissioned ofli-
cers of the artillery and engineers. The aris-
tocracy of the country still retains the privi-
lege of officering the cavalry.

We could cpen the ranks of onr Army to all
young men, and say to them, “In time a cer-
tain number of you shall be promoted to Cor-
porals, and ont of those a eortain number shall

| be azain promoted to Sergeants, and & certain
[ mumber of the best of those Sergeants shall be

selected every vear to be sent to West Point

| for thorongh instruetion in all that pertains to

the theory of war and the art of making it on
a grand scale.”  In this way it would be as it

is in I'rauce. There, it is said, that every
I"'rench soldier earries o marshal’s baton in his
Enapsack. We wonld say that every American
soldier carries a Major-General’s stars in his
vest pocket. In this way we would have our
Regular Army made up of 25,000 young men of
a military turn of mind, bent on learning their
profession. It would be a great military school.
Muany of the young men after serving their
term would return to private life and be a
corps upon which to draw for instructors for
our volunteers in a case of emergeney, and sub-
stantially every man in the Roegular Army
would be fitted to become an instructor and
Should a war arise and
we were required to raise, say a thousand regi-

ments, we would simply dissolve the Regular

oflicer of voluntcers.

Army and assizn its members to volunteer regi-
ments, where they would speedily leaven the
whole mass of green, uninstructed men with the
spirit and discipline they had spent years in ac-
quiring. It would givea proportion of 25 in each
regiment of 1,000 men, which would be suffi-
cient to speedily infuse into the mass its de-
sired military training and spirit. Then, too,
the Army would be what it should be,—but
what it is not now—thorooghly representative
of our people and the spirit of their institu-
tions.

FILLING VACANCIES,

To TaeE Eprmror: I know of no paper that so
thoroughly represenis the ex-soldiers of this coun-
try as Toe NATiosAL TrieosE. Now, 1 wish your
advice on the following: The Junior Vice-Com-
mnuder and Adjulant of our Post were absent for
sesvernd meetings, on aecount of sickness of them-
selves and families, The Post, by a vote, declared
their offiees vacaut, nnd the Post Commander ap-
pointed other comrades to fill their places, Now,
i# this legal? Can it be done, or can any punish-
ment be inflicted, even for an offense committed,
wilhout trinl by court-martinl? I hold that the
whole thing is illegal,

Yours, in F., O, and L,,

Loeais, O, Oet. 13,

In our opinion the action of the Post was
clearly illegal. Article VII, Rules and Regu-
lations, reads:

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Sectios 1. The IMost efficers (the Adjutant, Ser-
geant-Major, and Quarlermaster-Sergeant except-
ed) shall be elected at the first stated meeting in
December, by ballot, usless a ballot be dispeused
with by unanimous consent. They shall be in-
stalicd into their respective oflices at the lirst stated
wecting in Junuary following.

At the instalution of oflicers the Post Com-
mander <hall appoint the Adjutunt, nnd, upon the
recommendntion of the Adintant and Quartermas-
iSO GRMuLL the Ser-

ter, respecuvely, lie shall ¢

geaut - Miyor and the Quartermasper -Sergennt,

]

They shall enter upon their duties at once, and all
oflicers, whether elected or appointed, shall hold
oflice until their successgrs ape instalied.

Srec. 2. In case of a bajlot for oflicers, a majority
of all the votes cast shall be neeessary to a choice.
If there iz no election on the first two ballots, the
name of the comrade receiving the lowest nnmber
of votes shall be dropped, and 80 on in successive
ballots until an election is made.

Src. 3. Posts may fill any vacaney in their offices
at any stated meeting, notice of such contemplated
action having been given at a previous meeting.

This makes it beyound a doubt that:

(a.) AIl the oflicers of the Post, except the
Adjutant, Sergeant-Major, and Quariermaster-
Sergeant, must be eleeted at the first stated meet-
ing in December.

(b.) The Adjutant must be appointed st the
installation in Jannary,

(e.) They are to hold office “until their sne-
cessors are installed "—i, e,, until the following
January.

The Rules and Regulations are silent as to
how vacancies may be made. They can, there-
fore, only oceur in three ways—to wit, by death,
resignation, or the sentence of a court-martial.
No authority can be found anywhere for a
Post declaring a vaesney, or for holding a new
election, except as prescribed in Section 3. All
that the Post could do, in the case cited above,
was to elect oflicers pro fempore, or until the
duly elected officers were able to resume their
duties.

MERCHANDIZE VERSUS PATRIOTISM.

Everybody, except an old soldier who has a
just claim against the Government, can have
it examined at once and the money placed in
his hands with business-like celerity.

If a man has sold the Government a few
huudred tons of coal or thousand barrels of
flour he is paid in “spot cash.”

Only the man who has given the Nation the
priceless donations of youth, health, and
patriotie service, is put off, delayed and worn
out with senseless delays.

If a man sells the Nation cloth for uniforms,
food for the army, munitions of war, stone for

its buildings, or anything else upon which he
makes a fine profit, he has no trouble about
getting his money. His vouchers are promptly
examined, hisevidence of indebtedness receives
full confidence and he getsa draft in full of all
accounts rendered.

It is only when a man has given that to the
Government which no money ean measure or
pay for that he fails to reccive the considerate
attention granfed the ordinary creditor. Itis
only when his elaim against it is a sacred debt
of honor that he is treated as if he had dis-
honest designs upon the Treasury which must
be thwarted if any grounds for doing so can
be found. :

Full faith must be given an aceount rendered
for merchandize suppijed the Government, and
the dealer who preseuts it must be treated as
an honest man unless'there is evidence to the
contrary. But the man who asks payment for
a lost limb, destroyed eyesight, ruined hearing,
ora wrecked constitution is regarded as almost
certainly dishonest and is compelled'to prove
his honesty to the uttermost,

The man who fugnishes the Government
coal or iron, or building stone, or stationery
this week, gets his money next week. But the
man who 20 years ago gave the Government
four years of faithful service,—who exposed
his body to the terrible storms and miasma of
the march and the bivouac and the awful
shock of battle,—must yet wait for weary and
despairing years before he reccives that which
He must pile up proof mountain-
high of the justice of his claim; he must
submit to inquisition after inquisition by
Special Examiners and other agents; he must

is due him.

undergo ordeals at every turn and overcome
obstacles at every step such as no other cred-
itor of the Government has to encounter.

Wlhen the ardent youths were enrolling
themselves under the banner in 1861, they lit-
tle dreamed that the day would come when the
preferred ereditor of the Government would be
he who traflicked with it
They mistakenly supposed that their gencrous
contribution to it of their young lives and
vigorous strength would give them the first
claim to its consideration and gratitude.

in mercbandize.

= -

SALE OF HARPER'S FERRY.
The parsimony of Congress has resulted in

the sacrifice of the splendid property at Har-

per’s Ferry for the relatively insignificant sum
of $32.110.
aceordance with public announcement, and
Thomas J. Savary, of Wilmington, Del., bid off
the principal part of the property- -the Potomac

“he sale took place last week, in

water-power, said to be the finest in the world—
25,100,
sold for §810, and some buildings and lots in
the town brought $6,200 more. Stroag efforts
were made by officers of the Government and
others to have the buildiag used by John
Brown as a fort reserved, but a plea of that
kind did not receive much consideration from
the Southern Brigadiers, and the whole prop-
erty wus advertised and sold. It is understood
that extensive car shops and paper mills will
be erccted on the property.

Harper's Ferry's history begins in 1794, In
that year Gen. Washington visited it, and con-
firmed its sclection for the location of the
The Govern-
ment immediately secured possession of the
water-power and about 2,500 acres of land
adjoining, and began the erection of shops for
the manufacture of small-durms. Here were
made the old musketswhich were iasued to the
troops at the outbreak of the war, and which
kicked so violently that it used to be said that
they were much more dangerous to the men
who held them than to those in front. They
were really a very good gun for their day and
generation, but that day and generation were
past. 4

Grim " Omnwottaml‘g "” John Brown brought
the place into new prominence. lts stores
of arms and its at:ntevic importance us a base
from which to start his raid against the slave
power had attracted his attention when he was
carrying on his warfare in Kansas, If he could
get possession ef the arsenal there, with its
100,000 stand of arms, at the head of the popu-
lous and wealthy Shenandoah Valley, full of
stalwart slaves imbued with a desire for free-
dom, he could organize & slaye revolt that
might shake the whole system to the earth.
The story of how he descended upon the vil-
lage in the dead of night of Sunday, Oct. 16,
1859, with a force of 17 whites and five negroes
captured the arsenal and the village, started :;
paric through the whole South, and fought the
swarming militia with unquailing resolution
uutil he fell under bayonet and saber wounds;

for The Shenandouh water-power

armory of the young Nation.

has been often retold, and secms to gather in-
terest with each passing year.

At the outhreak of the war Harper's Ferry
was, with the great Navy Yard at Norfolk, a
prize eagerly coveted by the Virginia seces-
sionists. Gen. Scott had anticipated this, and
sent all the troops he could spare to gnard it
But these were less than 60, and he asked for
the first voluuteer regiment that could be
spared from the defense of Washington to be
sent thither, ILetcher, the rebel Governor of
Virginia, was too quick for him, and on the
night of April 13, long before Virginia had de-
cided to secede, sent so strong a foree against it
that Lieut. Jones, the commandant, decided to
retire, after setting fire to the buildings and
bhaunling away in wagons some valuable parts of
Still the rebels found a vast
deal of very useful machinery uninjured by
fire, which they removed to Richmond. They
established a camp at Harper's Ferry, and con-
centrated some 2,500 troops there. Jeff Davis,
like our own Gen. Halleck, always labored
under the idea that the place had much more
strategic importance than it really possessed
and insisted upon its being strongly held. At

the machinery.

that time, however, there was a political reason
in addition to purely military ones, for a con-
siderable foree at the Ferry, It gave confidence
to the Maryland rebels, and there was a possi-
bility that a suflicicut force might be suddenly
collected there to make a swoop down on
Washington.

It was evacuated when Gen. Patterson crossed
with the Pennsylvanians into the Valley, to

hold Joe .lo'nu::tun in check while the battle of |
After that defeat |

Bull Run was being fought.
the rebels reoccupied the town and held it un-
til Banks moved out in March, 1562, as the
grand right flank of the advance against Rich-
mond. When that advance was driven back,
and the rebels retorted with an invasion of
Maryland, we had a garrison of 12,000 men
stationed there. Lee divided his forces, sur-
rounded the place and captured it, with 11,000

73 cannon, 13,000 small-arms, and a
great quantity of stores. It was a wretched
affair, on our part, and gave rise to much re-

prisoners,

c¢rimination.

When the rebels invaded Pennsylvania the
next year, Gen. Hooker insisted that Harper's
Ferry should be evacuated, and because Gen.
Halleck would not agree to this, he resigned
the command of the Ariny of the Potomae.
There were several little cavalry dashes and
small fights in and arouad the place, and in
all these operations it suffered heavily.
Government took no steps toward rebuilding
its factories there, and so the town has pre-
sented a very dilapidated appearance since the
war. _

Certainly something better could be done
with the property than to sell it for the rela-
tively insignificant sum of $32,110.

- -
MEDICAL RULINGS.

Dr. T. B. Hood, the accomplished and able
physician who is at the head of the Medical
Division of the Pension Burean, isanimated by
the sincerest desire to deal justly and gener-
ously with pension applicants, as the following
letter of instructions to the members of his
Division sufficiently attests:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Pessios OFFICE
Wasnimnarox, D. €., April 21, 1854,

The Medical Referee desires to ask the attention
of the Medieal Reviewers to the propriety of
greater liberality in the adjnstment of claims, In-
stead of rejecting a claim if the evidenece will per-
it, and instead of fixing the lowest rating the evi-
dence will allow, exactly the contrary practice
should oblain—that i8 to say, the Lighest rating
consistent wilh the evidence, is that which should be
allowed, in every ense,

No claim should be defeated upon purely techni-
cnl grounds—indeed all techimicalhities should be
eschewed, and every claim should be measured
by its merits—determined by a liberal construction
of the testunony.

The law i3 liberal—intentionally so--the public
sentiment is liberal| andrecognizing this to be true,
no Medical Reviewer should attempt to oppose an
illiberal view to such a state of lacts, Hereafter,
then, no matter what might have been his course
in the past it is dirceted (and it should be under-
stood that the Commissioner directs it) that the
Medical Reviewers shall not look for medieal
grounds upon which to reject a elaim as for medi-
cid rensons to deal justly with the ¢laimant, and if
upon ail the evidence, Iny as well as professional,
a claim may be admitted there sheuld be such lib-
eral view asto allow the highest rather than the
lowest rating which the law and testimony will
warrant, T. B. Hooo, M. D,

Medical Referee,

The letter und spirit of this communijcation
leave nothing to be desired—except that the

instranctions be loyally and intelligently fol-
lowed. If the Law and other Divisions of the
Pension Durean were equally liberal, the cause
of multitudinons rightful complaints would be
at once removed, and thousands of allowances,
now caught and held on purely technical
hooks, wounld be permitted to go through, to
the relief of tens of thonsands of worthy men

and theirdependent ones.
-

MAJ. W, H. CALKINS.

The candidacy of Maj. W. H. Calkins for the
Governorship of Indiana arouses the friendly
interest of every comrade, for there was
no better soldier tham Maj. Calkins, and
there is no better friend of the soldier. He has
a magnificent military rocord, having enlisted
in May, 1561, as a private, and come out in
December, 1865, with a Major's strawberry
leaves, and won every step by zealous, untiring
service, and plucky fighting, wherever fighting
was to be done. He was at first in the 14th
Iowa Infantry, and subsequently in the 12th
Ind. Cav.

After being discharged he began the practice
of the law in La Porte, Ind., where he hasever
since resided. His good soldiership and good
citizenship made him deservedly popular with
his neighbors, who in 1866 elected him State's
Attorney for the Ninth Indiana Judicial Dis-
trict, then member of the Legislature, and
then of the Forty-fifth, Forty-sixth, Forty
seventh and Forty-eighth Congresses. From
his entry into Congress he was one of the most
untiring friends that the soldiers had in the
House of Represcntatives, and no occasion
when theirinterests could be advanced wus let

pass unimproved.

Personally, he is a pleasant genial gentle
man, upright, able and energetic. His success
will be welcomed by all who admire an earnest,
hounest, knightly nature.

——

A DYING PEOPLE.

The frequent assertion by seientific observ-
ers that the French people are really dying ont
receives additional support by the vital statis-
ties for 1833, These show that the excess of
births over deaths last year was only 96,843.
This, in a population of nearly 35,000,000, is
simply insignificant. It is the lowest increase
for years. France, since the beginning of

The |

the present century, has increased in popula-
tion less rapidly than any other country, for
while the population of this country donbles
once in every 25 years, and Great Britain once
in 67 years, according to the ratio of increase
in Franece it would take over 200 years to
double. The truth is that the people of Franee
recognize that they have got upon their soil
all it can possibly support, and they make
child-bearing bear a relation to this important

[ Tae Kingdom of Hanover and the Grand
Duchy of Brunswick were two of the 39 Siates
into which Germany was divided prior to the
Franco-Prussian war, and when the German
Empire was created as the result of the victory
of that war, these with the other Lilliputian
Kingdoms and Duchies and what not, wers
mediatized, as it was called at that time,—thas
is, they were made an integral part of the Em-
pire, and given certain rights and privileges is

fact. Not by drowning the girl babies as the
Chinese do, but by late marriaces, enforeing

celibacy in the army, and convents, etc. We
hear much of the thrift of the Freach people,
and we know that everything that pessibly
can contribute to the support of the family is
turned to account. Even admitting all this,
it naturally follows that the soil under this
pressure must become less prodnctive every
year and less capable of supporting a popula-
tion, which must diminish so that the country
may finally be reduced to the present condition
of Spain and Portugal.

THE CUBAN TRADE.

It is a pleasure to be abie to note that the
Administration is doing something practical
toward developing our trade with the countries
to the south of us. Last week Minister Foster
signed with the Spanish Minister of Foreign
Affiirs a treaty which gives our people import-
ant advanfages in the trade with Cuba and
Porto Rico. Heretofore American flour has
had to pay the Spanish Crown a duty of from

36 to $7 a barrel, and American meats, lard,
kerosene, wooden-ware, ete., a tax of similar
weight., This i8 one of the impesitions that
have made the Cubans so rebellions, for it was |
a direct tax on their necessaries of life, paid to
g'@ port a licentious conrt and a crowd of offi-
cial leeches. By the new treaty these import
daties are very much reduced, and there is a
clause in the treaty that similar advantages
shall not be extended to any other country. |

Minister Foster refused to sign the treaty until |
this was incorporated. We had an experience
with Mexico in this respect that was instruet-

ive. After we had granted her important con-

cessions, and received some favors in return,
Germany came in and got the same liberal |
terms that Mexico had granted us, without |
paying anything like the price that we did for

them. The new treaty will have an excelient

|
effect in developing onr trade with Cuba and ‘
Porto Rico. The balance of trade has been |
much in favor of those countries, as we buy |
about £70,000,000a year from Caba, and $5,000,- |
000 from Porto Rico, and sell the first only |
about $17,000,000 a year, and $2,000,000 to the
other.

JEWS AS FARMERS,
No one is more conscions than the Jews

themselves of the reproach cast upon them on
acconnt of their failure to identify themselves
as other citizens of this country with all its in-
terests. The efforts made by the members of
that race to induce their people to embark in
something else than merchandize have been
persistent, and like everything else done by
that hard-headed and suoccessful people, di-
rected with skill towards achieving results. In
Cincinnati, where the Jews are the most num-
erons and wealthy of any place in the interior
of the country, there is a fund which will pro-
vide every Jew who desires to go to farming
with transportatios to the West, where he can
secure & farm, and seed, grain, stock, ete., to
begin farming in good siyle. An organization
in New York City is doing the same thing. A
recent meeting of Jews in New York had for
its object the inducement of about 500 Russian
Hebrews, who have emigrated to this country,
to abandon peddling in the large cities and go
West. In the address made to them they were
told: “You will have hard labor as farmers, but
in the course of a very few years you will come
out all right. The best future for the Russian
Hebrews in this conntry i8 for them to form
colonies and become self-helping. It is grati-
fying to every American Hebrew to know that
the Russian IHebrews want to help them-
selvea.”

CORPORAL TANNER.
Corporal James Tauner, one of the best of
soldiers that the army had, one of the truest
of comrades, and one of the most zeslous of

Grand Army men, has been nominated by the
Brooklyn Republicans for Sheriff of Kings
County. There is a majority of several thou-
sand to be overcome, but it is believed that
Corp. Tanner's unusnal popularity in the com-
munity where he wuas born, whence he went
into the army, and where he has resided since
the war, will carry him through trinmphantly,
as it should. Corp. Tanner went out in Ceo. C,
s7th N. Y., and served with his regiment
throngh all the Lattles on the Peninsula and
the second baftie of Bull Run. In that en-
gagement & piece of shell imjured both feet so
badly as to compelamputation, four inches below
the knees, of both legs. Corp. Tanner has been
a leading Grand Army man from the first, and
for some years has been an active member of
the National G.A.R. Pension Committee, With-
out any legs at all he ought to easily outrun
all competitors who have the advaniages of
two limbs,

WINTER EYENINGS.

As the evenings now are long and getting
too cold to be spent in the open air, some
method of indoor amusement must be devised,
and what more delightful way of passing the
time could be imagined than in the perusal of
good, wholesome literature! Nothing makesa
home more attractive to both young and old
than for some member of the family to read
aloud from some good periodical or newspaper
for one hour or so cach evening, and TaE
NATIONAL TrisUNE will furnish that amount
of reading for the insignificant sum of two
cents per week—less than one-third of a cent
per day. In it will be found matier to suit
both young and old of eithersey. The boys
and girls can read the questions of their young
friends of the Conversation Club, the farmer
can get some agricultural hints, the soldier can
fight his battles over again, and the busy
house-wife can learn something more about
household management, and all this for $1 per
year. The * Life of Gen. Logan”™ can be pur-
chased for $1, and in perusing the life of that
distinguished soldier and statesman many a
lonely hour may be p assed pleasant, and in
Rev. Mr. Pittinger's story of *“Capturing a
Locomotive' probably no more interesting

matter, printed and bound in attractive style,
can be found for the small price of $L50 than

]

is hardiy necessary to define. The obvious in-
tention of this was to make them, sooner or
later, homogeneous parts of the Empire. The
King of Hanover, who was also successor to
the Duchy of Brunswick, refused to recognize
this arrangement, and protested against it in-
variably until he died, aud, as he was cousin to
the Queen of England, he felt as if he had a
moral sapport which gave him a little stronger
standing than any of the other little potentates
who were made subordinate to the Emperor of
| Germany. He died, however, and his son was
not aliowed to succeed to the throne of Hano-
ver. The Grand Duke of Brunswick has also
died, and a great deal of interest has beena

| created daring the past few weeks in regard to
| whether the son of the King of Hanover would

| be allowed to sacced the Duke. It seems thas
he will not be, aud the attempt is now to put
| & Prussian Prince on the throue, which would

be a great step towards the more perfect as-
| similation of Brunswick and Hanover into the
' German Empire. Negotiations have been
going on to Lring this abous, but the youug,
would-be Duke and King stubbornly refuses to
waive any of his so-called rights. He will
probably succumb soon, however, as the Eng-
lish show no disposition whatever to aid him

in asserting himself.

THE excitement over the Presidential elee-
tion, and perhaps other influeuces combined,
still continues to depress business and paralyze
the currents of trade. The Clearing House ro-
turus for the past week are the worst yet re-
ported, and show a total decline in exchanges
of 35 3-10 per cent. from last year, the bulk of
which is in New York city. A very large
movement of wheat and cotton to the seaboard
is noted, but prices of these staples are a little
lower than they were lust week. Kerosene ia
a trifle higher, having recovered from the &g
pression of the week before, induced by the
discovery of several flowing wells, which,
however, did not develop as had been expected
There i3 no improvement in iron and steel,
wiiich is uopleasant to note, as an upward ten-
dency in these metals usually heralds the ap-
proach of better times. Dry goods are dul
and buyers and sellers are both acting with ghe
greatest cantion. The culder weather devel-
oped an activity in woolens, which the warmer
weather afterwards checked.

R ———

IN reply to several correspondents we will
state, in explanation of section four of the cir
cular relative to Soldiers’ Homes, published in
our last issue, that the transfer of pension cer-
tificate and pension money refers to original
payments as well as the quarterly payments.
The Governors of the Homes are in the light
of gnardians to the members of their Branches,
and there is no obstacle placed in the way of
any well behaved pensioner getting any sum
of pension money that may be in the Treas-
urer's hands, supervision being only exercised,
as far as possible, to see that the money is
properly applied and not squandered. There
is no desire to or object in retaining pension
money except for the mau’s own good, and, if
desired, the money can be applied for the ben-
efit of the pensioner’s family.

— -

HorACE GREELEY once said, in discuss-
ing a matter, that “ this, being common sense,
il-

lustration of his idea is given by the recent de-

is presumably mot law."” An excellent
cision in the United States Cireuit Court, at
Boston, that wur service in the Navy does not
Judge Colt said that

the statutes provided that the foreigners who

naturalize a foreigner.

served in the Army daring the late war were
naturalized citizens, without any further steps
being taken, but the Navy was not included in
definite terms in the statute. so he would have
to refuse nataralization. This is a case where
the letter killeth ; for the manifest intention
of the framers of the law was to include all men
who fought for the Union.

-

THE comrades of the Pennsyivania G.A.R.
are at last taking steps to make practicablea
proposition which has been mooted for some
time, to the effect that the Gettysburg battle-

| ground sheuld be purchased and put in such

shape as will preserve the chief features for
the benefit of future generations. Commander
Dyer has issued a General Order requesting all
Posts to subscribe for at least one share of stock
of the Gettysburg Battle-field Association. If
this is done there will be no doubt that the
project will be made a success, and the bat-
tlefield be what it should be,—consecrated
forever to the valor and patriotism of the brave

men who struggzled there for theNation's life.
——

Taz bnlleting of the French Admiral im
Chinese waters, put to shame even the fine in-
tellectual coruscations of the early part of our
war. He actually asks the world to believe
that the French carried by assault “ five case-
mated forts” and killed over 3,000 Chinese,
with a loss to themselves of only 20 killed and
Admiral Courbet wonld make a

99 wounded!
glittering campaign liar if he were only where
his abilities could have room to flower out.

S *>  —

QuATrL is no luxury with the Californiang
for the birds swarm so there that the farmers
want a bounty offered for killing them.

TRIBUNETS.

Norristown Herald: Prof. Milne, of Japan, aays
that ** last season was a comparatively poor ons
for earthquakes.” He doesn't state whether they
were planted too muny in & hill, or the crop was
damaged by the drouth, or the floods rotted the
secds: but we suspect the Demoeratic organs will
attribute their failure to the KRepublican adminis.
tration.

Somerrille Journal :
Sweel is the voice of the maiden fair;
Bright is the glow of the rising moon;
Soft are the zephyrs that stir tue air;
Loud is the biast of the trombone’s tnne,
The maiden will sleep « re Lthe morning gray;
The glow of the moon will fude away;
The zephyrs will die when the night i= gone;
Buat the brazen trombone wiil still play on.
Norristown Hervald : Gen. Beauregard, in his artl.
cle on the batile of Bull Run, says the South was
not erushed by the North, “but it was uibbled
away at all sides and ends, because its exccutive
nead never guthered ami wielded its great strenglh
under the ready advantages that greatiy reduced
or neutralized its adversary’s naked physiea! so.
periority.” Um!' And all this time the North: has
been laboring under the iImpresgoa thet the Unioa

in any book pnblished.

armies knuvcked the stuflin® out of i



